
IRT Summer Shakespeare Conservatory Audition Pieces 2019 
Please prepare one monologue from the selections below. For help with language, visit 
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/. 
 

From A Midsummer Night’s Dream  
by William Shakespeare 
 
PUCK: 
If we shadows have offended, 
Think but this, and all is mended, 
That you have but slumber'd here 
While these visions did appear. 
And this weak and idle theme, 
No more yielding but a dream, 
Gentles, do not reprehend: 
if you pardon, we will mend: 
And, as I am an honest Puck, 
If we have unearnéd luck 
Now to 'scape the serpent's tongue, 
We will make amends ere long; 
Else the Puck a liar call; 
So, good night unto you all. 
Give me your hands, if we be friends, 
And Robin shall restore amends. 
 

From All’s Well That Ends Well  
by William Shakespeare 
 
HELENA: 
Then, I confess,  
Here on my knee, before high heaven and you  
That before you, and next unto high heaven,  
I love your son.  
My friends were poor, but honest; so's my love:  
Be not offended, for it hurts not him  
That he is lov'd of me: I follow him not  
By any token of presumptuous suit;  
Nor would I have him till I do deserve him;  
Yet never know how that desert should be.  
I know I love in vain, strive against hope;  
Yet, in this captious and intenible sieve  
I still pour in the waters of my love,  
And lack not to lose still. 
 
 
 
 

Sonnet 80  
by William Shakespeare 
 
O! how I faint when I of you do write, 
Knowing a better spirit doth use your name, 
And in the praise thereof spends all his might, 
To make me tongue-tied speaking of your fame. 
But since your worth, wide as the ocean is, 
The humble as the proudest sail doth bear, 
My saucy bark, inferior far to his, 
On your broad main doth willfully appear. 
Your shallowest help will hold me up afloat, 
Whilst he upon your soundless deep doth ride; 
Or, being wracked, I am a worthless boat, 
He of tall building, and of goodly pride: 
   Then if he thrive and I be cast away, 
   The worst was this, my love was my decay. 
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