
 
THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE: 

STUDENT & TEACHER EXPECTATIONS 
 

 
QUICK EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

 Discard all gum, food, and drink before entering the theatre. 

 Turn off all technology during the show. 

 React appropriately during the performance. Laugh when it’s funny, cry when it’s sad, or gasp if it’s shocking. 

 Refrain from conversations during the performance. Talking of any kind during the show disturbs the audience 
and performers alike. 
 

QUICK EXPECTATIONS FOR TEACHERS AND CHAPERONES: 
Adults should follow the same guidelines as listed for students, as well as: 

 Distribute themselves among students in your assigned seating area. 

 Report any student who is ill or injured to an IRT staff member immediately. 

 Assist House Management and Education staff to monitor student behavior during the performance.  
 
The information below appears in all of our IRT study materials. Share student and chaperone expectations with your 
group before your performance. 

 
Remember, IRT offers free theatre etiquette visits to your classroom before your trip. Contact IRT Education to find out 
more! 

You, the audience, are one of the most important parts of any performance. Experiencing the theatre is a 
group activity shared not only with the actors, but also with the people sitting around you. Here are a few 
simple tips to help make each theatre experience enjoyable for everyone: 
 

 Cell phones, tablets, watches, and other electronic devices should remain silent and dark during the 
performance. This is distracting to those around you and on the actors onstage.  

 Recording or photography of any kind is not allowed inside the theatre. 

 Gum, food and drink must stay in the lobby. 

 The house lights dimming signal the audience to settle in your seats: the play is about to begin. 

 Don’t talk with your neighbors during the play. It distracts people around you and the actors on 
stage. Even if you think they can’t hear you, they can. 

 Never throw anything onto the stage. People could be injured. 

 Remain in your seat during the play. Use the restroom during intermission or after the show. 

 Focus attention on the play to best enjoy the experience. Listen closely to the dialogue and sound 
effects, and look at the scenery, lights, and costumes. These elements all help to tell the story. 

 Get involved in the story. Laugh, cry, sigh, gasp—whatever the story draws from you. The more 
emotionally involved you are, the more you will enjoy the play. 

 When the show is over, you are welcome to applaud as a way to thank the performers. 

 Remain at your seat after the performance and IRT staff will dismiss your group to your busses if 
you are not staying for a post-show discussion. 


