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THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT 

by James Still 
 

Jack is gone, but his family gathers for Thanksgiving. Delicious aromas carry with them painful 

memories. Flowing wine dislodges hidden resentments. Old stories evoke shared laughter—and 

silent tears. This award-winning play by the IRT’s own playwright-in-residence returns with all its 

heart, tenderness, joy, and sorrow, reminding us that we must accept the past before we can 

embrace the present.  

 

STREAMING   May 27 – 20, 2021 

LENGTH   Approximately one hour and 35 minutes, with no intermission 

AGE RANGE    Recommended for grades 10–12 
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THE STORY OF  

THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT 
In The House that Jack Built by IRT playwright-in-residence James Still, Jules is hosting Thanksgiving 

2012, as she has done for many years. Lulu, Jules’s best friend and her sister-in-law, and Ridge, 

Lulu’s husband, arrived last night from Canada. The family is gathered in the house built as a summer 

getaway by Jules’s husband and Lulu’s brother, Jack. When Jack died in the Twin Towers on 9/11, 

Jules moved there permanently. New to the group this year is Eli, a younger man who Jules met 

getting off the train at the nearby White River Junction.  

 

Jules and Lulu cook together and reminisce about their college days and travels with Jack. Ridge 

shares the news about his promotion to department chair at the university where he teaches. All 

agree that they will avoid discussion of religion and politics—an agreement that lasts about 15 

seconds. Both Ridge and Lulu try to figure out who Eli is and why he is here. Everyone enjoys a drink 

or two—even Lulu, who says she “doesn’t drink.” 

 

A call comes in from Jules’s daughter, Sylvie, and her girlfriend, Kate, who have been grounded in 

Kansas City while trying to fly home from Berkley to Vermont for the holiday. At the same time Helen, 

Jack and Lulu’s mother, arrives from her house across the field. Helen—whom the playwright 

describes as “Auntie Mame and Louise Nevelson”—greets everyone effusively. Lulu and Helen are 

soon arguing about Lulu’s father (Helen’s ex-husband), the existence of God, and every other subject 

that comes up.  

 

It’s a family holiday gathering with the usual memories, conflicts, laughter, and tears. But this year 

there is a change in the air. Past memories come to life and choices about the future are debated as 

we see how, even a decade after he died, Jack’s presence is still a powerful force in the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Shih, Constance Macy, 

Jennifer Johansen, Jan Lucas,  

& Aaron Kirby  

in the IRT’s 2021 production of  

The House That Jack Built.  

Photo by Zach Rosing. 
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HOME 

BY JANET ALLEN, MARGOT LACY ECCLES ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

 

As the trees leaf out and the flowers bloom after an endless COVID year, we are all looking for things 

to be joyful about, and among those for me is the opportunity again to work on The House That Jack 

Built, James Still’s painful, beautiful, messy, hopeful play about a family surviving tragedy. It’s a 

different tragedy than we are surviving today, but its emotional terrain is very familiar to us now: 

families grieve and grow differently, needs for holding still or moving forward clash, time collapses, 

intergenerational conflict flares, the world doesn’t wait for us to catch up. Human fragility is evident in 

every moment. While the play is set in 2012, it resonates today with a fervor that poignantly reminds 

us of missed holidays, the desire to hug family members (even those with whom we disagree), the 

comfort of shared meals, the need to draw close to survive. 

 

Over the 23 years of James Still’s residency at the IRT, he has written many plays on commission for 

us, and many others that were commissions from other theatres or simply acts of spontaneous artistic 

expression. Jack is one from the last category. Often, with these “secret” projects, we are not involved 

in the generative layers of the development of the play but, rather, experience it when it’s largely 

finished. There’s a feeling of having a gift plopped in your lap in those times. We produced the world 

premiere of The House That Jack Built in 2012 on the Upperstage, and it remains a favorite for me. 

Its longing, its heartbreak, and its humor are so seamlessly blended that it feels utterly human and 

organic. It is a gift for actors and audiences because the characters are so multilayered and complex, 

and the holiday family setting so familiar, that we feel like we are observing life as it happens, 

disrupted by some special treats only possible in the theatre.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny 

McKnight,  

Christopher 

Allen,  

Joseph 

Foronda,  

& Deirdre 

Lovejoy 

in the IRT’s 

2012 

production of 

The House 

That Jack 

Built.  
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James followed this play by writing two more about this extended family: Appoggiatura and Miranda. 

We remain the only theatre in the country to have produced all three (although I hope that other 

theatres experience this joy in the future). This experience gives our audiences a unique advantage 

now to revisit the first play in the trilogy, while remembering the twists and turns of the other two. 

Here’s a brief reminder: Appoggiatura, (produced at the IRT on the Mainstage in 2018), set in Venice, 

takes place the summer after The House That Jack Built, and focuses on Helen, Sylvie, and Aunt 

Chuck on vacation following yet another family tragedy. Miranda (produced on the Upperstage in 

2017) is set in Yemen in 2014, and explores the professional and personal life of Helen’s youngest 

child, Miranda (AKA “Teeny”), who faces her own challenges emanating from the death of her 

brother, Jack. Another welcome gift in the time of COVID: the trilogy, published in 2018, won the 

Indiana Author’s Award for Drama last August, making James the first playwright to win this award, 

and placing this masterwork back into the public eye.  

 

All three of these plays ask the same question: how does our deep yearning for home impact our 

lives? What does it mean to create a home, to leave one’s home of origin, to run away from home, to 

miss one’s home, to return home from exile? In this COVID year, we have deeply engaged in 

explorations of what home means: a refuge, a prison, a hideaway, a container for grief, a place of 

comfort, a safe space, a threatened space? It’s been 14 months since audiences (and our 

administrative staff) who consider the IRT a kind of home have been allowed to enter. One hopes that 

we are turning a page toward return. Meanwhile, welcome to Jules’s and Jack’s home. Here you will 

learn about this unique family, and you will most likely learn more about your own.  
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HOW TO BUILD A PLAY 

BY JAMES STILL, PLAYWRIGHT 

 

It shouldn’t surprise me that I finally wrote a play set on Thanksgiving—that 

American holiday fraught with historical myths and family conflicts. At its best, 

it’s a day simply about giving thanks. But it’s never really that simple. The part 

of giving thanks that’s tricky—how, for what, with who—is what The House 

That Jack Built is about: it gives thanks in its own theatrical and mysterious 

ways. From its earliest scribbles, The House That Jack Built was always set in 

Vermont at Thanksgiving—one of those days in the life of a family who years 

from now will say, “Do you remember that one Thanksgiving when ... ?” Of 

course, everyone will have a different version of what happened, what they 

ate, maybe even who was there. But they’ll remember the things said that can 

never be unsaid, the admissions and omissions of love, and the secrets 

spilled and secrets kept. Looking at the play now, I’m also struck by the ways the play makes space 

for feelings and flaws, the ways people talk in the privacy of their homes, and how the presence of a 

stranger can shift the dynamics of a family into corners that are otherwise avoided.  

 

The House That Jack Built is made up of a lot of fingerprints and tattoos that people and experiences 

have left on me. While I was writing Jack, if someone asked me what I was working on I’d simply say, 

“I’m writing my Chekhov play.” That can mean both nothing and everything depending on how you 

feel about the plays of Anton Chekhov. For me it means that The House That Jack Built can seem to 

be about nothing until suddenly you realize it’s about everything. It’s about life and death, new love 

and old love, faith and mystery, politics and fatalism, grief and optimism, time, time, time.... It’s about 

lives lived and being lived, and about the wonderful and awful ways that relationships evolve and 

change. 

 

And of course Jack is the first play in what became my award-winning trilogy called The Jack Plays, 

which also includes Appoggiatura and Miranda—all three plays produced by the IRT over the past ten 

years. Coming back to Jack now—set in 2012 and the first play in the trilogy—I know more about 

some of the secrets hinted at, lied about, or covered up in Jack’s family. The three plays together are 

like a novel in the ways that the stories spread wider and deeper at the same time. But it all starts 

with this play, which forever makes it especially notable for me as a writer. The characters that make 

up this family have taken up residence in my writer’s heart for a bunch of years now—and it won’t 

surprise me if one day (soon?) I revisit them again, dropping into their lives and uncovering another 

piece of their family history. 

 

Twenty-three years of being the IRT’s playwright-in-residence has rewarded me with time to work on 

my craft, with reasons not to give up on my career, with colleagues who are forever demanding my 

best work, and an ongoing conversation between the IRT audience and the plays of mine we 

produce. In other words, I didn’t know it, but I couldn’t have written The House That Jack Built without 

you—the IRT audience. That’s one of the many things I’m thankful for whether it’s Thanksgiving or 

not.  
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JAMES STILL  PLAYWRIGHT-IN-RESIDENCE 
During his 23 years as playwright-in-residence, IRT audiences have seen all three plays in James’s 

“Jack Plays” trilogy (The House That Jack Built, Appoggiatura, and Miranda), as well as Looking Over 

the President’s Shoulder; And Then They Came for Me: Remembering the World of Anne Frank; 

Amber Waves; The Little Choo-Choo That Thinks She Can; April 4, 1968: Before We Forgot How to 

Dream; I Love to Eat: Cooking with James Beard; The Velveteen Rabbit; The Heavens Are Hung in 

Black; Interpreting William; Iron Kisses; The Gentleman from Indiana; Searching for Eden; He Held 

Me Grand, and The Secret History of the Future. James has directed many productions at the IRT, 

including Twelve Angry Men, A Doll’s House Part 2, The Originalist, Dial “M” for Murder, The Mystery 

of Irma Vep, Red, Other Desert Cities, God of Carnage, Becky’s New Car, Rabbit Hole, Doubt, The 

Immigrant, and Dinner with Friends. 

 

James is a member of the National Theatre Conference in New York, and a Kennedy Center inductee 

of the College of Fellows of the American Theatre. Other honors include the Todd McNerney New 

Play Prize from the Spoleto Festival, William Inge Festival’s Otis Guernsey New Voices Award, and 

the Orlin Corey Medallion from the Children’s Theatre Foundation of America. His plays have been 

nominated four times for the Pulitzer Prize, and have been developed at Robert Redford’s Sundance, 

the New Harmony Project, Eugene O’Neill Playwrights Conference, Seven Devils Playwrights 

Conference, Colorado New Play Summit, the Lark, Launch Pad at UC–Santa Barbara, Telluride 

Playwright’s Festival, New Visions/New Voices, and Fresh Ink. Three of his plays have received the 

Distinguished Play Award from the American Alliance for Theatre & Education, and his work has been 

produced throughout the United States, Canada, China, Japan, Europe, South Africa, and Australia. 

 

The Jack Plays is the 2020 winner for drama of the the Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana Authors 

Award. Also in 2020 James wrote the short film A City of Stories commissioned by the New Harmony 

Project. Current projects include his new plays The Cratchits (in America) commissioned by the IRT, 

his adaptation of the classic Black Beauty, (A) New World, Dinosaur(s), and new play commissions 

with Prison Performing Arts (St. Louis) and American Blues (Chicago). He has recently written dozens 

of short new plays that are being performed on digital platforms across the country. 

 

James also works in television and film and has been nominated for five Emmys and a Television 

Critics Association Award; he has twice been a finalist for the Humanitas Prize. He was a producer 

and head writer for the TLC series PAZ, the head writer for Maurice Sendak’s Little Bear, and writer 

for the Bill Cosby series Little Bill. He wrote The Little Bear Movie and The Miffy Movie as well as the 

feature film The Velocity of Gary. James grew up in Kansas and lives in Los Angeles. 

 

IN 2017, AS PART OF THE FRONT & CENTER CAMPAIGN, SARAH & 

JOHN LECHLEITER GAVE A GIFT TO THE IRT IN HONOR OF JAMES 

STILL’S LONG-TIME RELATIONSHIP WITH THE IRT, CREATING         

THE JAMES STILL PLAYWRIGHT-IN-RESIDENCE FUND, WHICH 

WILL PROVIDE FUTURE SUPPORT FOR THE PLAYWRIGHT-IN-

RESIDENCE AS WELL AS THE CREATION OF NEW WORK FOR THE IRT. 
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HOME FOR THANKSGIVING 
RUSSELL METHENY  SCENIC DESIGNER 

I love that this is a play about women, emotionally intelligent women, about the inner action of women 

within one great room where everything happens. It’s an eclectic environment: Jack and Jules have 

created an urban New York City loft space in a country barn. When you live in a loft you do everything 

in one room: you eat there, you talk there, you write there, you invent there. I’ve tried to design 

something that inspires, a beautiful space that actors can invent in and remember in, a poetic 

metaphor that gives the actors space to breathe and to fly up into the sky. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front elevation by scenic designer Russell Metheny. 

 

BETSY COOPRIDER-BERNSTEIN  LIGHTING DESIGNER 

Stage lighting is vital to good storytelling. Since the eye is naturally drawn to the brightest object, 

stage lighting selectively directs your attention in a large theatre. Lighting supports the narrative of the 

play by creating a sense of time of day and season. The way a scene is lit supports the emotional 

content and thereby enhances the way you understand the play. In our current pandemic situation, 

it’s important to ask the question: “How is this going to look on video?” Lighting for video can be quite 

different from live theatre, mainly because it’s about creating a 3-D feel on a 2-D screen. The biggest 

difference is that the camera is more sensitive to light levels and less adaptive to change than your 

own eyes. If you’ve ever tried to improve the setup for your Zoom meetings, you understand how 

adjusting the lights is crucial to revealing your face “in its best light.” As I approach the lighting for The 

House That Jack Built, my biggest challenge is making the video experience as dynamic as the live 

experience, giving the viewer the closest experience to actually sitting in the theatre. 
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YAO CHEN  COSTUME DESIGNER 

For me, The House That Jack Built is a story of healing and amending. Each family has its 

untouchable secret that carries heavy weight, involving disagreement, splitting apart, 

misunderstanding, and dark history—themes that echo the current climate in the United States. But 

the beauty of this play is that everyone begins to build a deeper understanding and appreciation to 

each other during this Thanksgiving. My goal as a costume designer here is to bring these characters 

closer to the audience, creating a sense of familiarity so you sense these characters can be your 

neighbors, colleagues, and even your own family.  

 

Preliminary sketches for Lulu, Helen, Ridge, Jules, & Eli by costume designer Yao Chen. 
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STANDARDS ALIGNMENT GUIDE  
We recognize that teachers aim to align their lesson plans with standards and that it is important to be 

able to align your experience at IRT with curriculum standards. Streaming IRT’s production of The 

House That Jack Built is a great way to help make connections for students and facilitate their 

understanding of the text and key elements of classic literature. Some standards to consider for this 

show would be: 

 

READING – LITERATURE 

 RL.1 – Read and comprehend a variety of literature independently and proficiently  

 RL.2 – Build comprehension and appreciation of literature by analyzing, inferring, and drawing 

conclusions about literary elements, themes, and central ideas  

Sample: 9-10.RL.2.2: Analyze in detail the development of two or more themes or central 

ideas over the course of a work of literature, including how they emerge and are shaped 

and refined by specific details.  

Sample: 9-10.RL.4.1: Evaluate the extent to which multiple interpretations of a story, play, 

or poem stay faithful to or depart from the text or script.  

 RL.3 – Build comprehension and appreciation of literature, using knowledge of literary 

structure and point of view  

Sample: 11-12.RL.3.2: Analyze a work of literature in which the reader must distinguish 

between what is directly stated and what is intended (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement) in order to understand the point of view.  

 RL.4 – Build comprehension and appreciation of literature by connecting various literary works 

and analyzing how medium and interpretation impact meaning. 

 

READING – VOCABULARY 

 RV.3 – Build comprehension and appreciation of literature and nonfiction texts by determining 

or clarifying figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

Sample: 9-10.RV.3.2: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

nonfiction text, including figurative, connotative, denotative, and technical meanings; 

evaluate the effectiveness of specific word choices on meaning and tone in multiple and 

varied contexts.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
BEFORE SEEING THE PLAY 

 

Playwright James Still describes the play’s time setting as “mostly in the present.” What do you 

suppose this might mean?  

 

AFTER SEEING THE PLAY 

 

Did you recognize the time shift during the play? When? Why do you suppose the playwright used 

this technique? What does the scene set at another time tell us about the characters and the 

situation—both past and present? Did you see any other moments in the play where the conventions 

of reality were set aside? Where? What do you suppose the playwright was trying to accomplish? 

Was it effective? 

 

How do you feel about family gatherings at holidays? Are they something you look forward to or 

something you dread? Why? Why do stressful situations seem to become even more stressful over 

the holidays? 

 

Think of the various relationships the characters have to Jack: wife, sister, mother, friend. How do 

different relationships affect the way we grieve? How do different personalities grieve differently? How 

does age affect the grieving process – both the age of the surviving and the age of those who died? 

How do sudden, unexpected deaths affect the survivors differently from long-anticipated deaths? 

 

In The House That Jack Built, playwright 

James Still experiments with how 

information is doled out to the audience. 

There is little traditional theatrical 

exposition, where the characters discuss 

the previous events and the current 

situation; rather, we are plunged into the 

middle of the conversation, and are left to 

figure things out for ourselves. Did you 

find this process interesting or confusing? 

Why? What questions did you have that 

were eventually answered? Did the 

answers surprise you? Were there 

questions that were never answered? 

How did you feel about that? 

 

David Shih & Constance Macy  

in the IRT’s 2021 production of  

The House That Jack Built.  

Photo by Zach Rosing. 
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WRITING PROMPTS 
Think of a family member or friend whom you have lost. Write them a letter telling them how they 

affected your life and how their absence makes you feel. 

 

Write a review of the play. A well-rounded review includes your opinion of the theatrical aspects—

scenery, lights, costumes, sound, direction, acting—as well as your impressions of the script and the 

impact of the story and/or themes and the overall production. What moments made an impression? 

How do the elements of scenery, costumes, lighting, and sound work with the actors’ performance of 

the text to tell the story? What ideas or themes did the play make you think about? How did it make 

you feel? How did watching this play streaming rather than live affect your experience? Did you notice 

the reactions of any others who watched with you? Would you recommend this play to others? Why 

or why not? To share your reviews with others, send to: education.irt@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Kirby 

in the IRT’s  

2021 production of 

The House  

That Jack Built.  

Photo by Zach 

Rosing. 

  

mailto:education.irt@gmail.com
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ACTIVITIES 
What are your family holiday traditions? What foods, activities, decorations, and/or events are integral 

to your idea of a certain holiday? Share these traditions with members of your class. Choose one 

tradition from another family that appeals to you and incorporate it into your family’s celebration this 

season. 

 

The characters in this play are foodies, people who want to learn everything about food, both the best 

and the ordinary, and about the science, industry, and personalities surrounding food. Do the recipes 

and foods discussed in this production sound interesting and appealing to you? Do you like to try new 

foods, or do you prefer to stick to things you know? Try preparing and eating something new that 

you’ve been curious about: a food you’ve never eaten, a recipe or cuisine or technique you’ve never 

tried. 

 

Research Elizabeth Kubler-Ross and her theories on the five stages of grief: denial, anger, 

bargaining, depression, and acceptance. How are these stages reflected by the different characters in 

The House That Jack Built? Look back at an experience in your life, whether the death of a friend or 

relative, or the end of an important relationship, or the loss of some long-cherished goal. Can you 

identify your journey through the five stages? How might knowledge of these stages have helped you 

navigate the grieving process a little better? 

 

David Shih, Jennifer Johansen, & Constance Macy in the IRT’s 2021 production of  

The House That Jack Built.Photo by Zach Rosing. 
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RESOURCES 
 

BOOKS 
 

Holiday Blues: Rediscovering the Art of Celebration; A 12-Month Guide to Getting Everything You 

Want Out of Holidays and Family Gatherings by Herbert Rappaport 

 

Healing Your Holiday Grief: 100 Practical Ideas for Blending Mourning and Celebration During the 

Holiday Season (Healing Your Grieving Heart series) by Alan Wolfelt 

 

Surviving Holidays, Birthdays, and Anniversaries: A Guide for Grieving During Special Occasions 

(Grief Steps Guide) by Brook Noel 

 

The Empty Room: Surviving the Loss of a Brother or Sister at Any Age by Elizabeth DeVita-Raeburn 

 

What Remains: A Memoir of Fate, Friendship, and Love by Carole Radziwill 

 

Mother-Daughter Duet: Getting to the Relationship You Want with Your Adult Daughter by Cheri 

Fuller and Ali Plum  

 

Walking on Eggshells: Navigating the Delicate Relationship between Adult Children and Parents by 

Jane Isay   

 

Don't Bite Your Tongue: How to Foster Rewarding Relationships with Your Adult Children by Ruth 

Nemzoff 

 

Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells 

 

Create Your Own Light: Finding Post Traumatic Purpose by Travis Howze 

 

Finding Fifteen by Timothy P. Oliver  

 

What Brothers Do by Michael Everett Brown 

 

9/11 through the Eyes of a Daughter by Tillie Geidel Conklin 

 

Eleven by Tom Rogers 

 

Fall and Rise: The Story of 9/11 by Mitchell Zuckoff 

 

After 9/11: One Girl’s Journey through Darkness to a New Beginning by Helaina Hovitz  
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WEBSITES 
 
Surviving the Holidays at GriefShare.org 

http://www.griefshare.org/holidays 

 

Adult Sibling Grief Community 

http://myadultsiblinggrief.com/about-this-site/ 

 

9/11 Memorial & Museum 

https://www.911memorial.org/ 

 

Resources for those still grieving 9/11 

https://www.everplans.com/articles/resources-for-those-still-grieving-911 

 

 

 

 

David Shih, Constance Macy, Jennifer Johansen, Jan Lucas, & Aaron Kirby 

in the IRT’s 2021 production of The House That Jack Built. 

Photo by Zach Rosing. 

http://www.griefshare.org/holidays
http://myadultsiblinggrief.com/about-this-site/
https://www.911memorial.org/
https://www.everplans.com/articles/resources-for-those-still-grieving-911
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DVDS 
 

The Velocity of Gary (1998—rated R) – screenplay by James Still  

9/11: The Filmmakers’ Commemorative Edition (2002) 

Manchester by the Sea (2016) 

The Descendants (2011) 

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close (2011) 

Cheri (2009) 

Everybody’s Fine (2009) 

Sunshine Cleaning (2008) 

The New World (2006) 

Junebug (2005) 

Pieces of April (2003) 

Something’s Gotta Give (2003) 

The Royal Tenenbaums (2001) 

Crush (2001) 

The Shipping News (2001) 

Home for the Holidays (1995) 

Steel Magnolias (1989) 

Hannah and Her Sisters (1986) 

Terms of Endearment (1983) 

 

Jan Lucas, Constance Macy,  

Aaron Kirby, David Shih,  

& Jennifer Johansen 

in the IRT’s 2021 production of  

The House That Jack Built.  

Photo by Zach Rosing. 
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GLOSSARY 
Page 

 

4 Calgary Red-Eye  

A variation on the traditional Bloody Mary, 

with beer instead of vodka. It is often made 

with Clamato, a Mott product that combines 

tomato juice with clam broth and spices.  

 

6 absinthe                                             > 

Absinthe is a spirit derived from wormwood, 

anise, and fennel. It has often been 

portrayed as addictive and psychoactive, but 

today it is not considered any more 

dangerous than other spirits.  

 

8 Attila the Hun 

Attila was ruler of the Huns from 434 until his death in 453. He was one of the most feared enemies of 

the Roman Empire, devastating great swaths of Europe in numerous campaigns. 

 

9 the anti-Christ 

Just as Christ is seen as the savior and the ideal model for humanity, the Antichrist is seen as a 

single figure of concentrated evil. 

 

10 Ramadan 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar; Muslims worldwide observe this as a month of 

fasting. This annual observance is regarded as one of the Five Pillars of Islam.  

 

11 Crikey 

Crikey is a minced oath used by the British, a euphemistic expression used to avoid saying “Christ!” 

as an expletive (similar to the American “Cripes”). 

 

12 Proust 

Marcel Proust (1871–1922) was a French novelist, critic, and essayist best known for his monumental 

À la recherche du temps perdu (Remembrance of Things Past), published in seven volumes. 

 

14 Statistics 

Statistics is the study of the collection, organization, analysis, interpretation, and presentation of data.  

 

17 Beijing 

Beijing is the capital of the People’s Republic of China and one of the most populous cities in the 

world, with a population of almost 20 million.  
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17 opium 

Opium is obtained from the opium poppy. It contains approximately 12% morphine, which is 

frequently processed chemically to produce heroin for the illegal drug trade.  

 

19 Mating rituals. Fireflies. 

The light emitted by fireflies is used to find and select a mate, with particular patterns of flashing 

attracting like patterns and thus compatible mates. 

 

19 Evolutionary Ecologists 

Evolutionary ecology studies the evolutionary histories of species and the interactions between them.  

 

21 cardamom 

Cardamom is a plant in the ginger family. The seeds have a strong, unique taste, with an intensely 

aromatic, resinous fragrance. It is a common ingredient in Indian cooking and Nordic baking.  

 

21 Malbec 

Malbec is a purple grape variety used in making red wine wines that are rich, dark, juicy, and intense. 

 

22 Sea of Marmara         > 

The Sea of Marmara is part of the 

boundary between Europe and Asia.  

 

22 the Bosphorus         > 

The Bosphorus Strait connects the Sea 

of Marmara to the Black Sea. The world’s 

narrowest strait used for international 

navigation, it divides the city of Istanbul. 

 

22 the Dardanelles … the Hellespont > 

The Dardanelles, formerly known as the 

Hellespont, is a narrow strait in Turkey 

connecting the Sea of Marmara to the 

Aegean Sea. It is considered one of the 

most hazardous, crowded, difficult, and 

dangerous waterways in the world.  

 

22 Cabernet 

Cabernet Sauvignon is one of the world’s most widely recognized red wine grape varieties, grown in 

nearly every major wine producing country from Canada to Lebanon.  

 

22 lavender ice cream 

Most recipes call for steeping lavender in milk to infuse the milk with lavender flavor. 
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22 balsamic vinegar            > 

Balsamic vinegar originated in Italy. The original product—Aceto 

Balsamico Tradizionale di Modena—has been made in Modena since the 

Middle Ages and is not actually a vinegar: it is made from a pure reduction 

of pressed grapes and aged for at least 12 years.  

(Aceto Balsamico di Modena—without the word Tradizionale—is an 

inexpensive modern imitation, widely available. It is made of grapes, wine 

vinegars, and caramel to artificially simulate the original. There is no aging 

involved; hundreds of thousands of gallons can be produced every day.)  

 

22 Modena 

Modena is located on the south side of the Po Valley in north central Italy. 

The factories of Ferrari, Lamborghini, and Maserati are, or were, located 

there. Modena is well known for its production of balsamic vinegar. 

Famous citizens include operatic tenor Luciano Pavarotti (1935–2007). 

 

22 Umbria 

Umbria is a region of modern central Italy just east of Tuscany. It retains a medieval feeling with its 

many well-preserved hill towns and castles, and is becoming more popular as a tourist destination. 

 

22 “Svegliati, Svegliati, Svegliati vecchia vacca …” 

Italian: Wake up, wake up, wake up, old cow 

 

23 radicchio 

Radicchio is a leaf chicory. It is grown as a leaf vegetable which usually has white-veined red leaves. 

It has a bitter and spicy taste, which mellows when it is grilled or roasted.  

 

23 kataifi 

Kataifi is a Greek style of phyllo pastry that looks like it has been passed through a shredder. When 

cooked, the strands have the appearance and texture of shredded wheat cereal.  

 

23 buckwheat 

Despite the name, buckwheat is not related to wheat; it is related to sorrels, knotweeds, and rhubarb. 

It is used to make noodles (soba), porridge (kasha), and pancakes, or used as a thickener in soup. 

 

23 black kale 

Black kale has a long tradition in Italian cuisine. It is usually blanched first, and then sautéed with 

other, flavorful ingredients. It is commonly used in pastas and soups, especially minestrone.  

 

24 tempeh 

Tempeh is a traditional soy product originally from Indonesia. It is made by a fermentation process 

that binds soybeans into a cake form, similar to a very firm vegetarian burger patty. 
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24 fricassee 

Fricassee is any stewed dish typically made with white meat cut into pieces and then stewed in gravy, 

thickened with butter and cream or milk. It often includes other ingredients and vegetables. 

 

24 Hindenburg 

The German Hindenburg was the largest passenger-carrying rigid airship ever to fly. The destruction 

of the Hindenburg in a spectacular fiery accident in 1937 was the death knell for this kind of air travel. 

 

25 Scientology 

Scientology was created by L. Ron Hubbard (1911–1986) and incorporated in 1953 as the Church of 

Scientology. It has often been described as a cult that financially defrauds and abuses its members.  

 

26 Tavernelle 

Tavernelle is a small village in the hills of Tuscdany. It has a medieval center. 

 

26 black truffles 

A truffle is the fruiting body of a subterranean mushroom, usually found in close association with 

trees. The black truffle grows with oak and hazelnut trees.  

 

28 White River Junction             > 

White River Junction is an unincorporated village in the town of Hartford 

on the eastern border of Vermont at the junction of the White River and 

the Connecticut River. The population was 2,286 at the 2010 census. 

White River Junction is home to the Center for Cartoon Studies, a two-

year art school; the Tip Top Building, a renovated bakery that houses 

artists and creative businesses; Northern Stage, a professional regional 

theatre; and the Writers’ Center, which offers writing classes and 

workshops. The village has a vibrant music scene, with such bands as 

Kiss originating in and based out of the area. Known mostly for its quirky 

and artistic downtown area, White River Junction is also the home of 

one of Vermont’s only two strip clubs, located in a bowling alley. 

 

28 Jane Eyre 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855) was published in London in 1847. The novel follows Jane 

Eyre from childhood to adulthood, and her eventual love for the Byronic Mr. Rochester.  

 

28 Whitcross 

Whitcross is a fictional location in the novel Jane Eyre, a desolate rocky moor where Jane ends up 

after running away from Mr. Rochester. 

 

30 Who swam the Hellespont? 

In ancient Greek mythology, Leander fell in love with Hero and swam every night across the 

Hellespont to be with her. One stormy night Leander lost his way and drowned, and Hero threw 

herself off a tower to her death to be with him. 

 



    INDIANA REPERTORY THEATRE    21 

30 The Odyssey … Odysseus 

Homer’s Odyssey centers on the Greek hero Odysseus’s ten-year journey home after the fall of Troy.  

 

32 Patty Hearst 

Heiress and socialite Patricia Hearst (born 1954), granddaughter of publishing magnate William 

Randolph Hearst, gained notoriety in 1974 when, following her kidnapping by the Symbionese 

Liberation Army, she joined her captors in solidarity—perhaps an example of Stockholm syndrome. 

 

32 Valerie Plame 

Former CIA officer Valerie Plame (born 1963) worked undercover in Europe, even after marrying 

former ambassador Joseph Wilson. In 2003, Washington Post columnist Robert Novak publicly 

revealed her covert status, thus ending her career. It has been suggested that this classified 

information was purposefully leaked by prominent figures in the George W. Bush administration. 

 

33 Tehran 

Tehran is the capital of Iran.  

 

33 Chechnya 

The Chechen Republic, commonly referred to as Chechnya, is a federal subject (a republic) of 

Russia. It is located in the southeastern part of Europe in the Northern Caucasus mountains.  

 

33 Medea 

In Euripides’s play Medea, Jason leaves his wife Medea for the younger Glauce. Medea avenges this 

betrayal by sending Glauce a poison dress, then murdering Jason’s (and her own) children. 

 

35 mandolin 

A mandolin has two parallel working surfaces, one of which can be adjusted in height. A food item is 

slid along the adjustable surface until it reaches a blade mounted on the fixed surface, slicing it.  

 

36 Auntie Mame 

Auntie Mame is a 1955 novel by Patrick Dennis, relating the adventures of a boy growing up as the 

ward of his eccentric aunt, Mame, who tries to teach him to be open minded and unconventional.  

 

36 Louise Nevelson             > 

Sculptor Louise Nevelson (1899-1988), one of the most important 

20th century sculptors, was known for her monumental, 

monochromatic, wooden wall pieces. During the last half of her life, 

she wore dramatic dresses, scarves, and large false eyelashes.  

 

36 Columbine 

The Columbine High School massacre (often known simply as 

Columbine) occurred in 1999 in Colorado. Two senior students 

killed12 students and one teacher and injured 21 other students. The 

pair then committed suicide. 
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36 the number of Catholic judges on the Supreme Court 

Prior to the appointment of Antonin Scalia in 1986, there had been a total of seven Catholic Supreme 

Court justices in 197 years. From 1921 to 1986 there seemed to be an unofficial tradition of one 

Catholic justice at a time. Since 1986, eight Catholic justices (Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, Roberts, 

Alito, Sotomayor, Kavanaugh, Barrett) have been appointed, making the current total six Catholics 

out of nine justices—a remarkable reversal of the previous trend. 

 

41 Mumbai 

Mumbai, also known as Bombay, is the most populous city in India, and the fourth most populous city 

in the world, with a total metropolitan area population of approximately 20.5 million.  

 

41 The Grand Tour 

The Grand Tour was an educational rite of passage for young men of means from the 1600s through 

the 1800s, including Paris, Geneva, Barcelona, Florence, Venice, Rome, Vienna, and Berlin.  

 

44 “Young Americans” 

“Young Americans” is a single by English singer-songwriter David Bowie, released in 1975. It was 

Bowie’s biggest success in the United States up until that point. 

 

44 cold-water flat 

A cold water flat is an apartment that has no running hot water. Most current building codes make 

cold water flats illegal, but they used to be common in large cities through the mid-twentieth century.  

 

45 Leeds 

Leeds is the cultural, financial and commercial heart of West Yorkshire, England. With a population of 

almost 800,000, it is the fourth-largest metropolitan area in the United Kingdom.  

 

45 “Sophie’s Choice” 

Sophie’s Choice is a 1979 novel by William Styron and a 1982 movie starring Meryl Streep. The plot 

centers around a tragic choice that Sophie is forced to make in a Nazi concentration camp. The title 

has become an idiom: a Sophie’s Choice is the necessity to choose between two unbearable options. 

 

46 “Live and Let Die” 

“Live and Let Die” is the main theme song of the 1973 James Bond film Live and Let Die starring 

Roger Moore. The song was one of the most successful singles by Paul McCartney & Wings. 

 

48 annulled 

Annulment is a legal procedure for declaring a marriage null and void. Unlike divorce, it is usually 

retroactive, meaning that an annulled marriage is considered to have been invalid from the beginning, 

almost as if it had never taken place. Marriage annulments are closely associated with the Roman 

Catholic Church, which teaches marriage is a lifelong commitment and cannot be dissolved through 

divorce, but can be annulled if invalidly entered into.  
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50 a Catholic who believes in Free Will 

Free will is the ability of agents to make choices free from certain kinds of constraints. In the religious 

realm, free will implies that individual will and choices can coexist with an omnipotent divinity.  

 

50 To a worm in horseradish, the world is horseradish 

Yiddish proverb. 

 

52 dementia 

Dementia is a serious loss of cognitive ability in a previously unimpaired person, beyond what might 

be expected from normal aging. Although dementia is far more common in the geriatric population, it 

can occur before the age of 65, in which case it is termed “early onset dementia.”  

 

53 Éric Rohmer 

Éric Rohmer (1920–2010) was a French New Wave film director. His films concentrate on intelligent, 

articulate protagonists who frequently fail to own up to their desires. The contrast between what they 

say and what they do fuels much of the drama in his films.  

 

53 Virginia Woolf 

English writer Virginia Woolf (1882–1941) is regarded as one of the foremost literary figures of the 

twentieth century. Her works include Mrs. Dalloway (1925), To the Lighthouse (1927), Orlando 

(1928), and A Room of One’s Own (1929). In her novels, a narrative, frequently uneventful and 

commonplace, is refracted—and sometimes almost dissolved—in the characters’ consciousness.  

 

53 Colette 

French novelist Colette (1873–1954) is best known for Gigi, a comedy about a girl reared to be a 

courtesan, the basis of the Lerner and Loewe film musical. Colette flouted convention and 

scandalized the public, but later became a French icon. 

 

53 Dante 

Dante (c. 1265–1321) was a major poet of the Middle Ages. His Divine Comedy is considered the 

greatest literary work in Italian and a masterpiece of world literature. It describes Dante’s travels 

through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven, allegorically representing the soul’s journey towards God. 
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54 Heathrow 

London Heathrow Airport or Heathrow is the major international airport serving London. It is the third 

busiest airport in the world in terms of total passenger traffic.  

 

55 drinking my mother’s Kool-Aid 

“Drinking the Kool-Aid” is an idiom that refers to unquestioning belief without critical examination. The 

basis of the term is the 1978 Jonestown Massacre, where members of the Peoples Temple were said 

to have committed suicide by drinking Flavor Aid (not actually Kool-Aid) laced with cyanide.  

 

57 Grendel 

Grendel is an antagonist in the Anglo-Saxon epic poem Beowulf (AD 700–1000). Grendel is usually 

depicted as a monster, although this is the subject of scholarly debate.  

 

57 Frankenstein 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley was published in 1818. Dr. Frankenstein’s creation, which he has 

hoped would be beautiful, is instead hideous. Since publication of the novel, the name “Frankenstein” 

is often used to refer to the monster itself rather than Dr. Frankenstein.  

 

59 David Bowie 

David Bowie (1947-2016) was an English singer-songwriter and actor, one of the most influential 

musicians of the 20th century.   

 

59 David Byrne 

David Byrne (born 1952) is a Scottish-American singer, songwriter, producer, writer, and filmmaker, 

who was the principal songwriter and lead singer of the new wave band Talking Heads. 

 

59 Nietzche 

The key ideas of German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900) include the “death of God,” 

the Übermensch, the Apollonian and Dionysian dichotomy, and the will to power. Central to his belief 

is the idea of “life-affirmation”: questioning all doctrines that drain life’s expansive energies.   

 

59 Kierkegaard 

Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard (1813–1855) is widely considered to be the first existentialist. 

Much of his work deals with how one lives as a “single individual,” giving priority to concrete human 

reality over abstract thinking, and highlighting the importance of personal choice and commitment.   

 

59 Darwin 

English naturalist Charles Darwin (1809–1882) established that all species of life have descended 

over time from common ancestors in a process that he called natural selection. Darwin has been 

described as one of the most influential figures in human history.  

 

59 Einstein 

German-born theoretical physicist Albert Einstein (1879–1955) developed the general theory of 

relativity, effecting a revolution in physics. His great intelligence and originality have made the word 

“Einstein” synonymous with genius.  
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62 The Seagull 

The Seagull by Anton Chekhov was written in 1895. It 

dramatizes the romantic and artistic conflicts between four 

characters: the ingenue Nina, the fading actress Irina 

Arkadina, her son the symbolist playwright Konstantin Tréplev, 

and the famous middlebrow story writer Trigorin.  

 

62 Anton Chekhov            > 

Russian dramatist Anton Chekhov (1860–1904) is considered 

to be among the greatest writers of short stories in history. He 

practiced as a doctor throughout most of his literary career. As 

a playwright, he is best known for The Seagull, Uncle Vanya, 

Three Sisters, and The Cherry Orchard. Chekhov’s characters 

tend to speak in ways that skirt around issues rather than 

addressing them directly; their lines are full of subtext. 

 

63 Sarah Bernhardt 

French actress Sarah Bernhardt (1844–1923) has been referred to as “the most famous actress the 

world has ever known.” The last eight years of her life she continued to perform despite the 

amputation of her right leg due to complications from a stage injury. 

 

69 Berkeley 

Berkeley is a city on the east shore of the San Francisco Bay in Northern California. It is the site of 

the University of California, Berkeley, the oldest of the University of California system. The city is 

noted as one of the most politically liberal in the nation. 

 

72 Soviet Union 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was a constitutionally socialist state that existed from 1922 to 

1991, ruled as a single-party state by the Communist Party with its capital as Moscow. In 1991, the 

USSR was dissolved into 15 post-Soviet states. 

 

74 Shane 

Shane is a 1953 film produced and directed by George Stevens and starring Alan Ladd, Jean Arthur, 

and Van Heflin. It concerns a gun-fighting drifter who helps a ranch family against a ruthless cattle 

baron and then moves on. It is considered one of the top two or three Westerns ever filmed. 

 

80 Kurt Vonnegut 

Kurt Vonnegut Jr. (1922–2007) was born in Indianapolis. His works such as Cat’s Cradle (1963), 

Slaughterhouse-Five (1969), and Breakfast of Champions (1973) blend satire, gallows humor, and 

science fiction. He was a lifelong supporter of the American Civil Liberties Union and a critical leftist 

intellectual and was known for his humanist beliefs. 
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81 AARP 

AARP, formerly the American Association of Retired Persons is “a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership 

organization for people age 50 and over ... dedicated to enhancing quality of life for all as we age,” 

providing “unique benefits, special products, and services for our members.” 

 

81 St. Augustine 

Augustine (354–430 AD) is considered one of the greatest Christian thinkers of all times. He believed 

that the grace of Christ was indispensable to human freedom, and he framed the concepts of original 

sin and just war. Many Protestants consider him to be one of the theological fathers of the Protestant 

Reformation due to his teaching on salvation and divine grace.  

 

82 “O Lord make me chaste. Just not yet.” 

Augustine had a mistress before he converted, but once he became a Christian, he condemned all 

forms of extra-marital sex (including his own actions). In his autobiographical Confessions, he wrote: 

“But I, wretched, most wretched, in the very commencement of my early youth, had begged chastity 

of Thee, and said, ‘Grant me chastity and continence, only not yet.’” 

 

 

83 The Book of the Dead  Λ 

The Book of the Dead is the modern name of an ancient Egyptian funerary text. It consists of a 

number of magic spells intended to assist a dead person’s journey through the underworld and into 

the afterlife. The spells were inscribed on tomb walls and sarcophagi. 

 

84 shaman 

Shamanism is a practice that involves a practitioner reaching altered states of consciousness in order 

to encounter and interact with the Spirit world. A shaman is a person regarded as having access to 

and influence in the world of benevolent and malevolent spirits, who typically enters into a trance 

state during a ritual, and practices divination and healing. 


